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DIARY DATE – Sunday 21st September 

 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE 
Also known as the World Peace Day, this day is dedicated to peace, and specifically the absence of war.  This was 
first celebrated in 1981.  Special activities and celebrations will take place all across the world over the 2014 Peace 
Day Weekend including festivals, concerts and a global Peace Wave with moments of silence at noon in every time 
zone.  To find out more visit:   www.internationaldayofpeace.org 
 

DIARY DATE – Friday 26th September   
 

EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES 
There are over 6000 languages spoken in the world and behind each one of them lies a rich and diverse culture.  
The European Day of Languages aims to celebrate and show people across Europe how important languages are, 
and what fun can be had learning them.  To find out more visit:    http://edl.ecml.at/ 
 

LANGUAGE DIVERSITY 
 

 There are between 6000 and 7000 languages in the world - spoken by 7 billion people divided into 189 
independent states 

 There are about 225 indigenous languages in Europe - roughly 3% of the world’s total 

 Most of the world’s languages are spoken in Asia and Africa  

 At least half of the world’s population are bilingual or plurilingual i.e. they speak two or more languages 

 In their daily lives Europeans increasingly come across foreign languages. There is a need to generate a 
greater interest in languages among European citizens 

 Most European languages belong to three broad groups: Germanic, Romance and Slavic. 

 The Germanic family of languages includes Danish, Norwegian, Swedish, Icelandic, German, Dutch, English 
and Yiddish among others 

 The Romance languages include Italian, French, Spanish, Portuguese and Romanian, among others 

 The Slavic languages include Russian, Ukrainian, Belarusian, Polish, Czech, Slovak, Slovenian, Serbian, 
Croatian, Macedonian, Bulgarian and others 

 Most countries in Europe have a number of regional or minority languages – some of these have obtained 
official status 

 Due to the influx of migrants and refugees, Europe has become largely multilingual.  In London alone 300 
languages are spoken 

 

CHILD EXPLOITATION – Recent case 
 

A report in August 2014 found that around 1,400 children had been sexually exploited in the town of Rotherham 
between 1997 and 2013, mainly by British-Pakistani men, five perpetrators have already been convicted and jailed 
in November 2010.   
 

Boys and girls are both at risk of sexual exploitation.  Hidden from view and going unnoticed, child sexual 
exploitation is when children and young people receive something (such as food, accommodation, drugs, alcohol, 
cigarettes, affection, gifts, or money) as a result of performing, and/or others performing on them, sexual activities. 
Vulnerable young girls and boys are groomed and then abused, leaving them traumatised and scarred for life.  
 

Possible signs include: 
 

-Noticeable changes in behaviour e.g. secretive  -Wearing inappropriate clothing for their age 
-Suddenly acquiring expensive gifts -Strangers hanging about outside your home  
-Getting into trouble with the police   -Bruises, drug/alcohol abuse, self harming, pregnancy 
-Repeated phone calls, emails, texts from adults  -Young people getting into cars with adults they don’t know 
 outside the family circle  
 

If you want to know more or are concerned that you or someone you know might be being groomed follow the 
links; http://www.barnardos.org.uk/what_we_do/our_work/sexual_exploitation.htm 
 http://www.childline.org.uk/Pages/Home.aspx 

 

http://www.internationaldayofpeace.org/
http://edl.ecml.at/
http://www.barnardos.org.uk/what_we_do/our_work/sexual_exploitation.htm
http://www.childline.org.uk/Pages/Home.aspx
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TRANSGENDER - What does it mean? 
 

At its simplest, transgender is to feel inside a different gender to that which you are physically  i.e. you have the 
body of a male but feel inside that you are a woman and vice versa. It is a bit more complex than that because it is 
not just about how you feel, it is about how you wish to behave, to act and how you want to live your life. 
 

A person’s gender (or gender identity) is what they feel inside, the inner knowledge that they are male or 
female.  You can feel this identity from a very early age. 
 

The mismatch between sex and gender identity can lead to distressing and uncomfortable feelings that are called 
gender dysphoria. Gender dysphoria is a recognised medical condition, for which treatment is sometimes 
appropriate. It is not a mental illness. 
 

It's not known exactly how many people experience gender dysphoria, because many people with the condition 
never seek help.  A survey of 10,000 people undertaken in 2012 by the Equality and Human Rights Commission 
found that 1% of the population surveyed was gender variant, to some extent.  
 

While gender dysphoria appears to be rare, the number of people being diagnosed with the condition is increasing, 
due to growing public awareness. However, many people with gender dysphoria still face prejudice and 
misunderstanding.   The Equality Act 2010 makes it unlawful to discriminate against, harass or victimise a person 
because they are proposing to undergo, are undergoing or have undergone gender reassignment 
 

Recent news headlines have highlighted two stories of individuals who have taken the brave step to live their lives 
as a different gender to which they were born; 
 

‘Deborah becomes the first transgender soldier on the front line in Army history’.   
Deborah was born a man but now serves as a women in Helmand Province.   Debbie is working in a male orientated 
world and has shown courage in deciding to change her life in such a dramatic manner.  
www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2730340/Deborah-Penny-transgender-soldier-line-Army-history.html 
 

‘Boxing promoter Frank Maloney reveals gender reassignment’ 
In August 2014, Frank Maloney announced publicly that she is now known as Kellie, and is undergoing gender  
re-assignment.  Frank obviously worked in a male dominated sport, so it’s difficult to comprehend the courage it 
must have taken to reveal he was undergoing re-assignment. 
www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/frank-maloney-sex-change-ex-boxing-4042869 
 

If you or someone you know needs support and guidance around gender identity, help can be found by following 
any of the links below: 
http://gendertrust.org.uk/ 
http://www.mermaidsuk.org.uk/ 
http://www.beaumontsociety.org.uk/support-for-transgendered-youth/ 
 

 
Multi-faith Calendar September 2014 
 

8th September - Birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Christian) 

Roman Catholic and Anglican churches celebrate the birth of Mary, mother of Jesus 

23rd September - Autumn Equinox (Pagan) 

This day is celebrated when day and night are of equal duration 

25th September - Rosh Hashanah (1st day) (Jewish) 

Jewish New Year. A two-day festival during which work is not permitted. 

25th September - Navaratri (start) (Hindu) 

Navaratri (nine nights) symbolises the triumph of good over evil and marks the start of autumn. 

 

DIARY DATES OCT 14 

1st - UK Older People’s Day 

10th – World Mental Health Day 

Black History Month 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2730340/Deborah-Penny-transgender-soldier-line-Army-history.html
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/frank-maloney-sex-change-ex-boxing-4042869
http://gendertrust.org.uk/
http://www.mermaidsuk.org.uk/
http://www.beaumontsociety.org.uk/support-for-transgendered-youth/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/history/virginmary_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/paganism/holydays/autumnequinox.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/roshhashanah.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/navaratri.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/

