
EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY MONTHLY BRIEFING                              NOVEMBER 2013  
 
 
DIARY DATE – Monday 11th November 2013 
 
ARMISTICE DAY 
A two minute silence is observed at 11am on the 11th day of the 11th month because this is when the 
Great War or World War One came to an end in 1918.  Today this anniversary is used to remember 
everyone that has died while at war.  This includes World War Two, the Falklands War, the Gulf War 
and conflicts in Bosnia, Rwanda and Kosovo. 
 
www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance 
 
DIARY DATE – Saturday 16th November 2013 
 
INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR TOLERANCE 
Tolerance recognises the universal human rights and fundamental freedom of others.  This day is 
marked annually after the United Nations ‘Year of Tolerance’ in 1995. 
 
www.un.org/en/events/toleranceday 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
Below are some of the findings of their 30th report into our social attitudes: 
 

 In 1983, 50% thought homosexuality was “always wrong”, rising to 64% by 1987. Now 22% take 
this view, while nearly half, 47%, think it is not wrong at all. 

 
 In 1985, 81% thought it was the government’s responsibility to provide a decent standard of 

living for the unemployed. Now only 59% think this.  
 
 Perhaps the most dramatic attitude shift of all relates to the way in which Britain thinks about 

same-sex relationships. In 1983, 50% said that "sexual relations between two adults of the same 
sex" were "always wrong".  Now these proportions are more or less reversed; only 22% think 
that same-sex relations are "always wrong" while 47% say they are "not wrong at all".  

 
 In the mid-1980s, close to 50% agreed “a man’s job is to earn money; a woman’s job is to look 

after the home and family”. Just 13% subscribe to this view now. 
 

 When asked ‘do you think there is a lot of prejudice in Britain against disabled people in general 
the response was 33% a lot, 50.7% a little, 13.5% hardly any. 

 
 When asked ‘do you think there is generally more racial prejudice in Britain now than there was 5 

years ago’ the response was 39.1% more now, 19.3% less now, 38.5% about the same. 
 

 Over 84% aged 65 and over agree that ‘marriage is still the best kind of relationship’ compared 
with 38% people aged 18-34. 

 
The report gives an interesting view of peoples' thoughts and attitudes and gives comparisons to 
previous years statistics. The full report can be accessed via;  www.bsa-30.natcen.ac.uk  
 

 
Every year since 1983 The National Centre for Social Research 
(NatCen) conducts a survey to ask over 3000 randomly selected 
people what it's like to live in Britain and how they think Britain is run. 
 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance
http://www.un.org/en/events/toleranceday
http://www.bsa-30.natcen.ac.uk/
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DIWALI 
 
Popularly known as the ‘festival of lights’ Diwali is being held on 3rd November this year.  It is an official 
holiday in some countries. 
 
For Hindus, Diwali is one of the most important festivals of the year and is celebrated in families by 
performing traditional activities together in their homes.  Diwali involves the lighting of small clay lamps 
filled with oil to signify the triumph of good over evil.  Firecrackers are burst because it is believed that 
they drive away evil spirits.  During Diwali all the celebrants wear new clothes and share sweets and 
snacks with family members and friends. 
 
http://hinduism.about.com/od/diwalifestivaloflights/a/diwali.htm  

LANGUAGE 

In today’s world there is always the fear of saying a word that will upset and offend when no offence was 
intended.  For example the word ‘Gay’ is now a commonly and frequently used insult.  Research carried 
out in schools last year by the charity Stonewall found 55% of gay young people experience 
homophobic bullying and 99% hear the phrases ‘that’s so gay’ or ‘you’re so gay’ in school. 

Pop Idol winner Will Young has spoken to the Education Secretary Michael Gove of his concerns about 
gay insults www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/24508485.   

When did the word ‘gay’ change from meaning happy and carefree? Consider - Do you think it’s 
offensive? How confident are you in challenging homophobic comments or inappropriate language? 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

SEXTING 

'Sexting' is an increasingly common activity among children and young people where they share 
inappropriate or explicit images online or through mobile phones.  This link is to a recent article;  

www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-24539514 

The NSPCC and Childline websites offer some excellent advice for individuals engaging in this activity. 
There is also some advice for parents to help them understand the risks so they can talk to their children 
about how to stay safe and what to do if they ever feel scared or uncomfortable. 

http://www.childline.org.uk/explore/onlinesafety/pages/sexting.aspx 

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/help-and-advice/for-parents/talking-about-sex/sexting/sexting_wda96795.html 

 

 
DIARY DATES 

 
1st December – World Aids Day 

 
3rd December – International Day for Persons with Disabilities 

 
 

More info next month 
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